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Free Panama.

The swift progress of the revolutionary
movement in Panama denotes a state of
public opinfon there which will not tol-
erate the further subjection of the lsth-
mus's interests to the blackmailing policy
of Bogota.

The Colombian Government forfeited
something more than the friendly re-
gard of the United States when it tried
to turn an unexampled opportunity into
extortionate profit. 1t threw away, like-
wise, all claim to the respect and loyalty
of a State which has been intermittently
attached to the Colombian system by
gomewhat looge pelitical bonds,  Tf there
was ever a time when the people of a
State were warranted in moralsin assum-
ing the mastery of their own destinies,
that right belongs to-day to the State
of Panama.

Events are marching rapidly in that
part of the hemisphere,
days Bince the Colombian

adjourned, having contemptuously re- !

jected the liberal terms of the agree-

ment  previously negotiated with this
Governmeni, and having indicated its
disposition to levy blackmail 1o the

amount of $10,000,000 ¢n the Freuch com-
pany and to the amount of $20,000.000 on
the United States, besides the vearly
rental for the canal strip.
the withdrawal of Minister
from Bogota was announced as a mark of
ourown Government's displeasure. Late
Tuesday night an independent republic
was proclaimed at Panama, and in
expectation of trouble American naval
vessels were ordered to the Isthmus, both
on the Atlantic side and onthe Pacific.
Yesterday Colombia began

operations by throwing ehells into Pan- :
! veritable carpival.

I is the like of it to be witneszed. and even

ama from a gunboat in the harbor. By
direetion from Washington the Bogota
party was promptly warned that the
bombardment of that unfortified town

ol
must stop, both on account of the ordi- |
nary reasons of humanity and because of |

the danger to the terminal property of
the railroad which it i€ one of the duties
of Washington to protect. The Adminis-
tration is preparing for the full perform-
ance of this Government's functions
under the treaty of 1846,

If fighting continues on the [sthmus,
the epurse of the United States Govern-
meat is clearly marked by treaty obliga-
tions and by practical precedents. [f
Panama establishes and maintains her
independence, our obligation to safe-
guard free transit from sea to sea be-
comes an ohligation due to the new

Republic of Panama, whose sovereignty | :
| bevond were all out simply for fun and

siuceeeds in that territory the sovereignty
of the Republic of Colombia, just as the
govereignty of Colombia replaced in 1863
that of the original party to the conven-
tion, the Republic of New Granada.

Our guarantee to Colombia of the per-
fect neutrality of transit and of the
rights of sovereignty and property ap-
plies to attack from withput, not to guc-
cessful revolution within the Isthmian
territory. The responsibility continues
although the style of the protected Gov-
ernment changes again, as it has already
changed once since the treaty was
written. It is not part of the duty of the
United States to suppress this revolution
or to conquer Panama and hand her back
to the blackmailers at Bogota.

Future Danger for Our Cotton Fields?

When considered in its relation to gen-
eral world commerce, the item of cotton
presents a somewhat curious and inter-
estingsituation. Reference totherecords
of the commerce of the various natiens of
the world shows a considerable increare
in the volume of world traffic during the
last five years. It may be raid that all
of the leading nations of the world, and
many of the less important countries,
have shared in this general increase.
Yet theitem of cotton, in its production,
manufacture and distribution, shows a
remarkable fixity.

New markets have been opened, and,
presumably at least, the purchasing
power of the world at large has been ex-
tended. In theory, an article of such
nniversal use as cotton should be one of
the firet to show an increased commerce
as a result of these conditions. Yet
neither production nor consumption
geems to have been materially affected.
Prices, however, show an important
increase. In 1808 raw cotton sold at
an average of about 6 cents per pound.
Toeday it is about twice that.

The United States is the great cotton=-
producing country of the world.  Our
fields are the saurce of 60 per cent. or
more of the market supply. We retain
about one-third of our crop for home
manufacture; FEngland takes about an-
other third; Germany takes about one-
half of the remainder, and the rest is
geattered among some twenty other
countries. Our production and our ex-
port have both fallen off during the last

tive yeare, The figures are as follows:
’roducetion Percentage
in beles tported,
0N L 11,100,904 07 K2
L AR 11,274,810 612
1000, . vosiess D486 410 618
W01 10,383 420 62.87
W02 . 10,680 050 (AR Y

The decrcase in the percentuge of ex-
port may be accounted for by an in-
creaged home demand and by the fact
that we have increased our export of
manufactured cotton from $17,000,000 in
180K to $82,000,000 in 1902, A partial off-
set to that appears in our importation of
50,000 tone of raw cotton in 1902, as
apainst 26,000 tons in 189K,
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cotton goods for foreign markets. Her
exports of cotton cloths and cotton yarns
show an approximate valuation of $350,-
000,000 annually. Owing to the increase
in prices, an increase is shown in the
value of these exports; but there is a
comparative fixity in the quantity, both
by yarde and by weight.

From the existing market conditions, it
is a fair inference that the foreign buyers
of raw cotton buy what they can else-
where, and buy what they cannot buy
elzewhere from the United States, At
present, conditions of production are
such that England, Germany, France and
other competing nations are compelled
to purchase the major portion of their
supply from ns, That this is only a
temporary eoadition becomes more and
more evident. EKngland, France and
Germany are all turning toward their
African possessions as the source of their
future supply. The possibility of cotton
production in equatorial Africa. and in
stib-tropical South Africa, and its pro-
duction upon an extensive scale have
heen fairly demonstrated, There is little
doubt that, hefore mauy years have
passed, some if not all of our competitors
will be fairly independent of the cotton
fields of the United States

It will undoubtedly be several yeuars
before the cotton supply of East and
West Africa, of Egypt, of India and Cen-
tral Asia will seriously affect our cotton
inclustry, Meanwhile it may be pre-
sumed that onr home demand will in-
crease in an important measure.  But
the disposition of our present surplus
of six or seven million bales a year will
at no distant day present itself as a
serions problam, unless we solve it be-
fore it becomes troublezome.

The alternative of a vast curtailment
of our cotton erop is an increased market
for manufactured cottons,  Whatever
may be done in Africa or elsewhere by
anyv other country, the United States will
always have the advantage of having
the cotton mill alongside the cotton field.
We now axport 852,000,000 worth of man-
ufactured cottons,  England, importing
a large part of her raw material from
this ('()llnll‘_\‘.l exports $350,000,000 worth.
From present indicationg, the salva-
tion of our cotton fields will depend upon
an increase in the number of American
spindles and an extension of American
export of manufactured cotton goods.

The Election Night Carnival.

Klection night was an exciting time in
New York. In the so-called Tenderloin
district Broadway was the scene of a
Nowherein the world

to New York the scene is new.

This manner of celebrating the result
of an election sprang up suddenly and
spoutaneousiy only o lew years ago,
Dangeronus bonfires kindled by boys were
the old method of celebration, while
drunkenness and consequent rioting
once prevailed among men. Bloodshed
used ro be a frequent incident.

Now there has succeeded a great popus=
lar carnival and both the victorious and
the defeated take part in the merry=
makingz with equal zest. On Tuesday
evening, instead of bad blood showing
itself, the men and women who marched
in pracession on the sidewalks and the
pavement of Broadway from Twenty-
third street to Forty-second street and

to give vent (o their animal spirita. They
were political enemies no longer ; the
battle had been decided and they were
abroad for a frolic without ill-will one
to another and without reproaches,

An election had passed in which the
contending parties were go nearly even
that the victory had been won by only
about 11 per cent. in a total of toward
six hundred thousand votes, yet when
night came with its announcement of the
result all hands turned out to celebrate
it as if it had been their common victory.
The defeated cheered the victors and the
victors the defeated., ILverybody was
blowing & horn, swinging a rattle or using
his voice only to contribute to the din,
and of the loudest and gayest celebrants
a great part were women. A stranger
would have concluded from the demon-
stration that everybody was elated over
a victory won. He would not have sus-
pected that the carnival was an exhibi-
tion of exuberant spirits after a canvass
in which the bitterest reproaches had
been cast, the keenest partisan rivalry
aroused and just after a popular election
in which much more than two-fifthe of
the electorate had been sorely dirap-
pointed.

Such a reene under such circumstances ‘
could have been witnessed in no other |

country than America and nowhere else
in America than New York. Never was
there a more impressive vindication of
American popular government. The
popular will had been expressed and
there was unanimous acceptance of it ar
final

of i1,
their privilege of self rule. However the

election had gone, they would have had !

their celebration all the same, for which-
ever side had won it would have heen a
triumph of popular euffrage.

This wonderful carnival, in spite of all
its freedom of intercourse, its exhilara-
tion of animal spirits, itg bustle and it
uproar, was marked by no dangerous
disorder. The gentlest and parest woman
might have gone unaccompanied into the
throng in Broadway in the Tenderloin
without encountering other annoyance
than was due to the jostling crowd of
merrymakers,  The high spirits of the
people moving in ceaseless procession

along the street for hours together were |

natural and not artificially stimulated.

| Tntoxication was rare, far rarer than in

London on the quietest dav of the year,
Even rough behavior was almost un-
known, though of course carnival free-
dom prevailed and squeamish taste
might object to many of ite manifesta-
tions, as it might in any European car-
nival, Dignity of reserve received no
congideration. for equality reigned su-
preme. Everybody was simply a human
being and all were on the same level in
that wild frolie.

When the peaple of New York, after a
period of intense political excitement,
can be left free to govern their own be-
havior practically without let or hine
drance, it is a demonstration of their

“made him the equal of any man.

cheeriul, even jovous acceptance |
The people rejoiced simply in

civilized advancement which ought to
give hope and courage even to the phi-
losopher of sociology who was gloomiest
because of his defeat at the election of
Tuesday. Ifthey had been intrusted with
so much liberty a generation ago, dan~
gerous license would have resulted.

On the Treatment of Linen,

This question, submitted by a corre-
spondent whose good faith is beyond
question, betrays in him an utter lack of
knowledge of the metropolitan habit:

“To THE LEpIiTor OF THR SUN--S/r; Is there A
laundry In New York where linen— shifts, collars

and the ke -is washed, and then froned? 1 have
been unable to find It If there Is one here.
“ NRW YORK, Nov. 3. H. 8 L."

In somne parts of the country laundries
exist for the sole purpose of rejuvenating
darkened garments. It i3 evident that
“H. S. [.." is not a born New Yorker,
but one whose earlier days were spent
in a remote hamlet, untouched by metro-
politan ways. There he may have ex-
perienced a laundry—more likely a
washerwoman—ambitious to remove the
stains of usage from his garments, He
need expect no such provincialism here.
In our complicated urban life, laundries
exist as trade producers for the haber-
dashers and are conducted on the prin-
ciple of a wood-polishing shop.

In his former place of abode, “H.S. L.”
undoubtedly rejoiced in linen blanched
to its virgin hue with soap and elbow
grease, and ironed with a dull finish that
brought out the fine mesh of the fabrio
in all its beauty. To wear such linen
No
white-haired snuff-taking patriarch of
the old school was his better; no man
could mistake his neck gear for a crea-
tion of paper or celluloid.

But in New York he will find the
standard a different one. In the prepa-
ration of linen wearing apparel, for ‘the
human body, no soap or elbow grease is
wasted. Under the scientific usage of
the metropolitan “laundry,” two objects
are always in view—the destruction of
the garment in hand, and the preserva-
tion of those signs of use for the treat-
ment of which it has been submitted to
the experts.

In order to destroy the garment and
to impart to it a strange, unnatural
shade, resort is had to the use of strong
waters which rot the linen perfectly,
discoloring it at the same time. Three
treatments in this manner alone are
sufficient to render into rags and tatters
the best material. To depend upon this,
however, would be to waste valuable
time, and decrease the sale of garments,
Therefore the effects of the acids are sup-
plemented by subjecting the garment to
terrific straing in machines, which tear
and rip the fabric, reducing it to useless-
ness within the period of two treatments.

To preserve ruch stains a8 may appear
upon the garment, an ingenious system
is adopted by which each soiled spot is
completely covered with a resisting var-
nish of high polish and great endurance.
If no stains appear when the garment is
received at the laundry, they are sup-
plied within the institution, and for this
service no extra charge is made. The
cleanest shirt can be made unwearable
in one treatment at the more extensive
establishments,

Many laundries—in fact, most of
them--now follow the policy of varnish-
ing all shirts and collars.  This treat-
ment makes the life of buttonholes short,
and renders the garment uncomfortable
througliout its career. Special machines
are used to put a “saw edge,” as the tech-
nical term goes, on collars, cuffs and the
bosom edges. In every way the shirt
trade is increased, and when the average
resident of New York walks abroad, he
appears to be clad in a spotted, reflect-
ing material, blue-yellow-gray in color,
which creaks and groans as he pro-
gresses, mich after the faghion of a long
disused suit of plate armor.

“H. S. L.” must reform his provincial
notions of white linen, and conform to
the metropolitan standard. If he does
not want to do this he must move away
from New York, or by severe self-denial
amass a fortune sufficient in size to sup-
port a laundress within his own home.

A Fallure of Referendum.

The result of the referendum of the
project to expend the appalling sum of
$101,000,000 on the canals of this State is
another among many demonstrations of
the futility of referring so great a ques-
tion to the vote of the people. A few
vears ago the referendum of all laws was
a fashionable crotchet among a certain
cluss of reformers and fanatical dema-
gogues. legislation they would have by
popular vote instead of by representa-
tives in deliberative assembly.

The returns of the votes on the canal
referendum show that almost wholly the
majorities were in the two great cities of
the State and nearly nine-tenths of their
total in the city of New York alone.

It is not necessary to argue the ques-
tion of the canal project on ite merits,
for the decision in it favor, practically
made by this city, was not made on any
consideration of its merits. It went
through by default, both parties con-
tributing to the result, and each rela-
tively to its strength,

Now, whether the canal project is de=-
girable or undesirable, it was in many
respecte the most important issue put
before the electorate. It affects the
policy of the State for many years to
come. It is a radically revolutionary
measure so far as concerns the canal gys-
tem, and it involves 8o vast a continuous
expenditure that it will have conse-
quences which will be far reaching and,
according to past experience, are pretty
sure to be sgcandalous.

It was, theretore, at least a debatable
question of State policy, and it was so
gravein its character that the debate on it
should have been thorough, enlightening
and serious. Now, how many of the great
majority of move than 200,000 in the city
of New York knew anything about what
they were voting for? How many of
them when they marked “Yes” on their
ballots had really formed any opinion on
the merits of the question or had taken
any pains to inform themselves as to
them? Whether they did well or ill, they
kuiew not what they were doing.

This referepdum, therefore, failed
completely in ohtaining an intelligent

THE SUN. THURSDA

expression of the popular will on the
subject referred,

It was obviously no question of personallty. ‘The
Angel GABRIEL could not have succeeded where
Mayor Low falled.- -E'rening Post.

It is imposaible to tell how the Angel
(IABRIEL would have run, but if the fusion-
ists had nominated JouN McGaw Woob-
BURY, the Street (‘leaner, he would have
carried the electfon by 75,000 to 100,000,
That is what the citizens of this town think
of a full-grown man who is neither hypo-
critical nor cowardly but who has won the
esteem and the confldence and the admira-
tion of the whole community. WooDBURY
could have ent Tammany's vote in two and
he would have swept the town. Tammany
can be beaten any time, But it can be done
only when the opposition ia really in earn-
est, and it can b in earnest only when it has
a man who is all there to lead it.

In Norfolk, Va., the young women com-
plain that they cannot walk alone upon the
street without having vonng men thrust
attentions upon them. In Brooklyn there
is a church in which only one marriage has
been celebrated in a dozen years. Thus
Nature fails to distribute her gifts equally,
and what is craved in one spot is spurned
in another.

TIPPING BY SYSTEM.
A Plan for Scallng the Amount Glyen
Down to a Husiness Basls.

To THE EDITOR 0P THE SUN—Sir: | am re-
signed, now, to tipping the barber, but | do
hate to have to give up to the brush boy, 100,
In many shops, when you pay your check they
give vou now in place of a dime two nickels,
80 that you can have five cents handy to give
to the brush boy: and | can’t help thinking
that the boss gets a share of this,if notallofit:
and this irks me. And fancy giving away in
tipa a8 much as you pay for the work done!

You pay 15 cents to get shaved, and then if
you tip the barber and the brush boy both

you pay out 15 centa in tips. Ridiculoug,
isn't1t? Why, sore it is!
I don't like the idea of tipg, anyway,

in a free country: but if we have got to have
tips, for Heaven's sake let's get ‘e down to
something like a business basir, and not glve
so mich ap we do,

| have triad this plan in one restaurant
where | sometimes go, and 1 find it works;
After au modest meal, eaten in guick time, |

ut down, when [ get my check, not a dime,
wut a nickel.

The first time [ tried this T didn't know but
that the waiter would casually push a plate
off into my lap, or accidentally upaet a plate
of soup over my hend, or give me the grand
jeer, but he did nothing nf the sort: he picked
up the nickel and—sald “Thank yon'

There (s hope in this, brothers! It we must
have tipa let 118 get down to a business basig.

NEw Yonk, Nov. 4. ANCHOR,

Flection Notes.

George B. McClellan has been elected successlvely
President of the Board of Aldermen, Congressman
and Mayor. He has never been defeated since his
Nrst candldacy, which was In 1802,

The New York clty election district which showed
the largest registration and the highest Vote was
the Elghteenth of the Twenty-first Assembly dis
trict. Itisoneof the Riverside districts and West
One Hundredth street ryns through It.

One resitlt of Tuesday s clection !s that Maryland,
after March 4, 1005, will be represented by two
Democrats in the T'nited States Senate, of whom
Arthur P. Gorman will be one. The defeat of the
Republicans In Maryland on their legislative ticket
practically restores the “Solld South™as completely
Democratic. Al the States of the South after Jan,
1 will have Democratle Governors. After March
4 all will have Democratic Senators and the Repub -
llcan party throughout the Sotth will be reduced
to the position of a minorlty organization

One result of Tuesday's contest has been to com-
pletely discredlt, probably for many years to come,
the "straw vote" and the postal cavd propheties and
computations

Justice Henry Bischoft, reelected for a term of
fourteen ycars, hid the support of both polttical
partles In his contest for reelection. His chief
opponent was Relnhold Meyer, a Soclal Democrat,
who came within 800,000 votes of being elected.

A sllvery note comes, or rather came on Wednes-
day morning, from Ncebraska. [Fusion between
Democrats and Popullsts Is still fu full force and
eftect there and nothing apparently can shake the
determination of the two party organizations,
Democrat and Popullst, to stand together though
the political heavens fall

The Question of Religion in the Schools Al-
ready Settled.

To THR 'DITOR OF THE SUN In a recent
edition yvou call attention ta the fact that President
Elot, tn his Atlantic paper, Is slient upon the quies
tion of the Introduction of reiiglous Instruetion
fnto the publle schools, which, you say, “agltates
so greatly very many” of your correspondents

Will you allow me to haeard the oplnlon that
these, your greatly agliated correspondents, are
“haggling over the Fmperor's beard.” fnasmtich
as the question of rellglon In our publle schools
has been settled, and settled rightly, by lovers of
lberty for all time; and that an attempt to regal
vanulze It has Just about as much chance to prevall
as the traditional ;nowball In an extremely torrid
locallty which may be menttoned In church, but
not in the presence of ladies®

\When will our Catholle sand

SNir

Puritan brothers

awake to the fact, discovered and approved some |

time ago by the wise framers of the Constitution,
that the 'nited States Is no more a Christian coun
try than it is a Jewlsh or a Mohammedan or a
thelstio or agnostic country® American liberty
allows parents to teach thelr children whatever
they please at home, but a Jew or agnostic or even
an atheist, whatever that may be, Is every whit
as good an Amerlcan citizen before the law as is
the most devout bellever In the Christlan dogmata,
The law must protect him from theaggressions of
his neighbor, and has no right whatever to cup-
croach upon his personal liberty or the enjoyment
of his life as he may see fit to llve so long as lie
keeps within the law, even to favor the members
of the Christlan Church, who are unquecstlonably
in the minority In this country .

AMHERST, Mass., Nov. ! EDWARD BRECK.

“Fanglish a« She Is Writ'' in Munich,

1'0 THE EDITOR OF THE SUN--Sir: | saw the fol
lowing “ad.” In an art store In Munlch a few days
ago, “English as she Is writ,” In a ity flooded by
American and FEnglish visitors:  “The exhibltor
of the paintings. which no every exception whose
alone property and In the possession of about 40000
No. of stitch of kooper, cut of wood, art of shave
llefs, color printings, erasures and ca. 600 por
traits, also 10000 sketches In bhand, aquaralles, of
german, cnglish, duteh, belgium, ftallan and french
masters of the iatest four centuries.  Also an col
lection of miniatures, and many old books, whiches
complet collection arc saleable.  Mrs. Patrons, you
waut Information about, send you please a letter 1o
the posscssor, J. Geroert, Havariaring 30-1 and
Karlsplatz 20 1, Munich. Catalogue Is to prepara
tion, and send the catalogues every patron 1o glve

s strict address.”

I'ortunately there was a German translation In
the same window, and 1t I8 to he hoped that this lat -
ter will enable English speaking “Mrs. Patrons” 1o
understand what the man means

RICAARD HONDY,

ORTERWIKCK, Germany, Ocet, 23

Clear White Light.

To THE EDITOR oF THE SUN—-Sir: In view of the
malodorousness of the <o.called red lights,
wouldn't 1t be a good Idea to pass an ordinance for
hidding the use of red or any other colored lights as
stgnals, signs or emblems of night resorts of ques
tlonable character in any part of the city? Let
there be light, but let 1t be white light It will
at least look clean and decent. \WHITE LI1GAT,

\NEw YORK, Nov. 4.

Must Machine Voting Also Be Watched?

From the Buffaly) Courler.,

Carefully watch the voting macihlnes; see that
they have not been tampered with, that they regls-
ter honestly. The suggestion and warning are fully
warranted by the experience of two years ago, when
It 1s known that criminal Interference with the ma -
chines frustrated the popular will to an extent and
defeated candldates who with a falr count would
have heen elected,

Hushed |s the orator who orates not for health
Hushed the Demosthenes who scorns to lie fog
wealth;
Doused 1s the ruddy light
Rocketless th' autumn nignt.
Ceased now the roorback's filght
Ceased for the day.

Furl we the banners, for the nolay fray fs o'er: !
Slumber we peacefully for thirty weeks or more,
Homeward the floaters go:
Spent 1s the vietims' dough
Sald soon the “'Told you so"—
IFervent we pray
Faoney.

Y. NOVEMBER 5. 1908.

WHAT CUBA NEEDS.

The apacial Caban number of Dun's Re-
view for November presents a maeg of in-
formation which is bofh greatly interesting
and highly important. The tone of the
various articles is diatinetiy optimistic,
and there is no doubt whatever (hat gereral
conditions in the island fully justify this
view. Yet it ia not so very many months
since Cubane of all classea, among them
gome of the optimistic writars of the Dun
Review articles, were loud-voiced in their
prediotigns of a gereral jndust rial and
commercial ealamily.

As an insirument of propaganda in favor
of reciprocity with Cuba, tie Dun pam-
phlet is of doubtful value, [ts very op-
timism furrishes a strong weapon to the
oppoinen's of that measnrs, The argu-
ment of greateat weight with the American
people in that matter has heen Cuba’s need
and the moral responsibility of the Urnited
States for its relief. The Dun pamphlet
at least implies that the industrial strees
of two years ago exists no longer, and that
Cuba, with her sugar ontput restored (o its
maximum figures, her tohacco in a pros-
perous condition, and her central areas
once again the pasture for hundrede of
thonsands of cattle, is now well on her feet
and quite able to walk alone. This would
probably be the conclusion of the general
reader after a review of the Dun publi-
cation.

Such a conclugion would be both true
and untrue. The calamity wail of a few
months ago was equally a compound of
fact and fiction. The one is quite a8 mis-
leading and quite as liable to misinterpre-
tation and misuse as the other. Many of
the points presented by the Dun pamphlet
have been considered in the columns of
Tur SUn during the last six months, and
there is nothing in the document which
modifies the opinions which have been pre-
viously expressed.

Cuba is potentially one of the richest
areas in the world, if not the richeat, taken
acre for acre. Her fertile soil, her sunny
skies, her ample rainfall, her freedom from
frost, and her comparative freedom from
tropical tempests, all combine to conatitute
her a land of immeasurable wealth. Be-
vond that, she has the supreme advantage
of contiguity {o markets easily capable
of absorbing her products. The time will
come, probably before many years have
passed, when Cuba will be well on the way
toward the realization of her possaibilities.
A foundation for that has been well laid
during thelast five years. Virtually without
any governmental assistance whatever,
except for the establishment of conditions
of peace, in which the peace-loving and law-
abiding Cuban peopl: have been a more
efficient factor than any act or influence
of political administration, the Cubans have
produced, in the matter of quantity, prac-
tically the equivalent of their maximum
arops of ante-bellum days.

This means that with only a fraction of
the mechanical and financial facilities of
earlier days, and with a smaller number
of handg, they have done an equal amount
of work and have produced an equal result,
The fact is both eminently significant and
suggestive. But there has been no corre-
spondence whatever in the returns. For
the work done last vear, approximately
that done in 1804, Cuba receives only a little
more than one-half of the money payment
of the earlier period. Assuming, as we
may, an approximate equality of home
consumption for the periods, Cuba's export
of her surplus in 1894 brought her about
$110,000,000, as against about $85,000,000 for
last year. This is largely accounted for by
a smaller tobacco crop and by the fall in
suURAr prices,

The boasted surplus in the Cuban na-
tional treasury should not be misconstrued,
It is not an indication of general prosperity.
It isno more than an evidence of an econom-
fcal adminietration. The question is even
raised as to the real wisdom of the accumu-
lation. The movrey is greatly needed in
cireulation. The hoarded sum represents
a very considerable percentage of the avail-
able cash of the island, and each month
effects a further withdrawal of some hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars, Another
point appears in this connection which is not
to Cuba's credit and which has not been
overlooked in her efforts to place her na-
tional loan. That lies in her neglect to pay
the overdue interest on the bonds issued by
the Cuban Junta during the last revolution,
The face value of these bonds is somewhat
below 83,000,000, and we believe that the
interest on them was made due and payable
twelve months after the establishment of a
Cuban republic. Nearly eighteen months
have passed and the interest remains un-
paid, while Cuba boasts of her large treasury
reserve. The point has not escaped notice
and comment,

To make Cuba that which Cubane and
the friends of the island hope and believe
she will yel become, three factors are im-
perative. These ara the investmeni of
capital, a large increase in the number of
her laboring people, and a diversity of crop
products.

It is not possible to give with accuracy
{he amount of capital in the island, either
domestic or foreign. Unless development
be greatly retarded, industrial extension
must depend largely upon the investment
in the island of capital from other countries.
A rough estimate of the foreign capital now
there would place it at $130,000,000, nearly
two-thirds of which is American. There
can be no doubt that Cuba is an attractive
field for many times that amount, provided
that the second of these factors be supplied.

Upon the very eve of the American with-
drawal, on May 20,1902, the immigration laws
of the United States were broadly applied
to Cuba. Because of the terms of Article
IV. of the Platt amendment, the (‘ubans
are under an impression that this law is
nailad upon themirrevocably. In (his view
they are unquestionably under a grave
misconception. That provision of the
Platt amendment should not be construed
into an attempt on the part of the United
States to abridge the right of a people
whose (‘onstitution declares that they con-
gtitute a “sovereign and independent State”
to adjust and regulate their domestic af-

faira to suit themselves. Some day they |

will probably realize that if they choose {o
do so they can legally and rightly repeal
perhape every law placed upon their statute
booke by the Government of Intervention,
0 long as, by o doing, they do rot destroy
or trench upon or imperil any vested prop-
erty rights secured by or undes thoge laws.
If they desire to cancel the present immi-
gration law and substitute one of their own
draughting,itis certainly quite open to them
to do so. Only by such a step will Cuba's
due development become & possibility,
While a considerable latitude was ex2rcised
in th» matter of immigration by the Ameri-
can authorities, and some latitude has been
shown by the Cuban Government, there is
no doubt that the law (Civil Order No. 155)
issued by “1, Leonard Wood, Military Gov-
ernor of Cuba,” under date of Mayv 15, 1902,
and promulgated by its publication in the
Official Gazette about twelve houra before
“I, Leonard Wood, Military Governor of
(Cnba,” took his final departure from the
island, has been a bugaboo which has
interfered seriously with the fndustrial
development of Cuba.

In hir recent report Consul-General

Steinhart places the proapective sugar crop
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of the coming season At 1,230,000 tops. This
is 200,000 tons beyend the record crop/ of
1804. It is 300,000 tons beyond the crop of
last season. That sufficient cane is stand-
ing to make that huge quantity is more
than probable. Its conversion into sugar
depends upon an improbable run of favor-
able weather. One of the soundest authori-
ties in the island states that the grop of last
season reached 930,000 tons only through
the unusual delay of the rainy season, thue
enablicg planters to cortinue cutting and
grinding beyond the normal period. In the
judgment of this authority, 800,000 tons i
(‘'uba's maximum output with her present
labor supply, except for abnormaily favor-
able weatlier corditiorns. (‘uba needs more
proplaove: m-re tlarn she needs more capi-
ta!, and the coming session of the Cuban
(‘ongraas should Include that question in
its considerations,

Diversity of crops is also imperative.
('uba now carries all her eggs in two haakets,
an ursafe proceeding for any people. Dis-
aster to either would he followed by wide-
spread and baneful consequences. Orpor-
tunities for thi: diversity are abhundant.
Money and workers are necessary to give
them force and effect.

(‘'uba is to be most heartily congratulated
upon all thut she has accomplished since
the close o/ the war which gave her a na-
tional independence and upon all that lies
in the promise of the future. But those
who are ‘eally interested in her welfare
must, if tl ey would get a true picture of
her condition. discount alike tales of exu-
berant optimism an< storiea of woful
calamity: Cuba is gaining, surely and
steadily, year by year, out she is a long way
yet from making express speed in her
economic affaire. To achieve that, she
needs the impetus of more capital,  more
workers and a diversity of products.

‘arnings of Mexican Raliways.

From the Railway Age.

In a report recently made by the Railway
Commissioners delegated by the fourth sub-
committee of the Monetary Commission ap-
pointed by the Mexican Government to study
the curréncy question some very interesting
information is given in relation to the gross
earnings in Maxican dollars and the net
earnings in gold of six of the principal railway
systems. The task of studying the effect of
the depreciation ‘of the Mexican dollar upon
the railway business of the republic war
nllotted to two gentlemen of diatinguished
attainments in the business world of Mexico,
the Sefiores Joaquin D. (‘asasus and Carlos
Diaz Dufoo, who entered upon their work
with a keen appreciation of its importance.
The report of these commisaioners brings to
light in a forcible way the disabilities which
the rallways of Mexico have suffered for years
past in consequence of the steady fall in the
value of their silver earnings. The study
of the commissioners was confined to the
Central, National, International, Mexican,
Interoceanic and Southern railways, and it
covers a period of nine years, from 1803 to
1901, inclusive.

As might be expected from the activity in
the development of the railways of Mexico
during the time indicated, all of the roads
mentioned increased their gross earnings in
an almost phenomenal manner. In the year
1893 the gross earnings in Mexican silver of
the Central were $7,081,768, while in 1601 the
same road earned $17,493,673; the grose earn-
ings of the National in the year first named
were $4,224,804. No return is shown for this
road in 1901. but in 1900 the gross earnings
had increased to $7,880,608. The increase
in the earnings of the International, while
not 8o marked, shows n steady and healthy
growth, the total for the year 1893 being
$2,080,984, and in 1901, §5,060,824. The Inter-
oceanic more than doubled its total gross
earnings in the period embraced in the report,
and the Southern Railway, whose gross earn-
ings in 1698 were only $402,885, earned $708,-
027 in 1901. The Mexican (Vera Cruz) Rail-
way is the only road which shows a falling
off, the total for the year last named being
84,402,208, as compared with $5,523,187 in
1803. In the year 1897 the gross earnings of
this railway fell to 88,700,882,

The net earnings of these different systems
for the period covered by the report were as
follows:

Interna
Years Central. National. tional
1893 2,848,587 $1,038, 437 8579284
1804 900, 1,891,062 1,007,144
1805 . 8,896,475 2,071,408 1,076,605
1896 8,488,747 2,525,057 1,082,520
1807 4,016, 348 2,088,237 1,108,688
1808 4,427,638 4,001,789 1,480,002
1899 5,199,008 3,410,402 1,067,252
1900 5,873,083 8,768,622 2,102,029
1901 4,986,663 . 2418428
Iater Merxican

Yeurs Mexican oceanic Southern,
(L3 ) $2,702,4% $401,807 i
1804 2,548,072 420,126
1895 2,807,274 460,78% $31,030
1896 8,097,680 401,072 70,178
1807 1,717,005 581,725 161,372
1808 1,085,002 728,041 225,885
1800 2,100 485 842 522 241,208
1900 2,078,607 1,180,464 310827
1801 1,781,284 903,001 319,600

In view of the fact that the increase in gross
earnings in the time mentioned reached

nearly 80 per cent., and the increase in net
earnings about the same, it would at first
sight seem to indicate n prosperous condi-
tion of the transportation business in the
southern republic. This, however, {8 not
the fact, for, as the commissioners point out:
“If the gross and net earnings in silver of the
various railwaym have increased ro appre-
clably, and, on the other hand, the net eam-
ings in_gold, cspm-inlln of late vears, have
diminished, it is undoubted that the situation
of the railwdys Is due Pot to the lack of de-
velopment of the country's wealth, not to a
paralyzation of the national production, hut
to the shrinkage in the gold value of sllver
To clearly demonstrate the losses which
the railway companies have suflered “in the
eonversion of the profits into gold to pay
abroad interest and bonded indebtadness
in gold, " theea tables are presented: indicating
the net earnings in gold per mile of the six

rajilways named:
Interna-
Years Central Nattonal. tiannl.
1892 . K874 8741
1803 $1.40 T4 684
1864 507 w7 631
1896 1.12% 8o M1
1804 s 1,050 40
1897 2| 1.002 100
1808 1,087 1.134 a7
1890 1,227 1,308 80
1600 1,270 1.25% THe
1901 1,020 1,287 542
Inter Merfcan
Years Mexican. oeeanic Southiern
1802 $4.876 807
1883 4,580 8 $I57
1864 4,077 426 4
1RWA 4% and 159
1RAA 4,889 ARt 858
1887 2,808 8T 172
1808 284" 7ie 82
1R800 an? 100 "
1K) A0 Lt As0
1001 244 700 870

The renort is un eloauent arentent in favor
of some sort of relief for the railway interests,
whose position has been one of peenliar hard-
shin, inasmuch 48 the transportation com-
naniea alone of all the areat commercial
bodies have beaen prevented by the terms
af their eoncessions from the Government
from fortifving theins~lves against loss hy
cilver's decline by advancing their rates
The teminorary concession by the Govern-
ment of anthority to increase passenger and
freicht rates 1A per cent. can searcely he re-
garded as an adequate means of rellef in view
of all the circnmstances,

The Extra Sessjons of (ongress.
From the St. Loauls lobe Democrat.

No President calls Congress in extra seasion If he
thinks he can avo'd It without defriment to the
public service, yet nearly half of them -John
Adame, Jefferson, Madlson, V'an Huren, Willlam

aud Roosevelt--have been obliged to
Jefferson, Madison and Hayes had to do

McKlinley
do thls.

this twice
Ro’ s~velt wil! be the fourteenth on the l1st. The
first five exira sessions (except Jefferson's In 1803,
which the Loulsiana Purchase necessitated) grew
out of the country's relations with European Powers,
the Afth of them heing held during the War of 1812
A financial convulsion, the panic of 1887 In \an
Buren's case and that of 1893 in Cleveland's, bronght
two Congresses together In called sesslon. The

exigencies of clvil war Incited the summoning of |

that of 1881, and the Cuban reciprocity question
|s responsible for that which will assemble a Nitle
over a week hence, while the genesnl fnanse

tion in one or other of Mo aspasts DOsugn R‘
rest of them.

A Cemparisen.
Most gossips llke an auto are,
Deserving of our scorn:
For whiie they run their neighbors dowa
They also hlow thelr horn.

‘The session recently called by President |

It Gets No Benefits From Colombia for the
Taxes and Soldiers It Glves

The Nepartment of Panama is bound by
no strong ties to the remainder of Colombia,
Its position is anomalous in this respect,
All who are familiar with Isthmian affairs
agree that it is in touch with the republia
at scarcely any point except that it shares
the national miafortunes and hears a heavy
part of the burden of taxation. ’

Panama is not even a self-governing
State. It was called a State till 1885, sinca
which time it has been ranked merely as a
provinee, one of the nine departments of
the republic whose government is entirely
centralized at Bogota. '

Geographically and geologically it is not
a part of the republic. The Iithmus belongs
geographically to North America and it is
treated by scientific men in thir relation
In his “Universal Geography," Reclus
treats the Department of Panama in his
second volume on North America and re-
serves the remainder of Colombia for hig
first volume on South America. ™ Sieverg,
the Gierman authority on South Americs,
says that geographically the Isthmus be-
longs to Central America. Hill, our awn
geologist, says that the Department of
Panama is a typical section of Central
America. Many other authorities might
be quoted to the same effect.

Panama has no communication with tha
rest of the republic, except by sea. The
south part of the Iathmus if a pathless
wildernese inhabited by unfriendly Indians,
and Colombia has generally let them alone
The Colombians have néver thought of
uniting Panama with the reat of the country
by a safe highway or railroad. It takes
amonth to cross the mountains from Bogota
and reach Panama by way of thae little
Paciflc port of Buena Ventura.

Panama's commercial relations with the
rest of the republic are insignificant. The
reason i8 because the Isthmuns ig a panhandle
renote fro'n such businesa activity and
enterprise as the South American part of
the republic possesses. The exports of
Colombia never touch the Isthmus, but are
sent out through Sabanilla, Carlagena or
the Venezuelan port of Maracaibo. None
of the imports comes to the Isthmus except
those that are locally consumed.

The prosperity of the Istimus depends
not upon the material condition of the rest
of the country, but upon its own importance
in international trade, which brings in money
and creates a demand for labor and for
local producte. The Isthmus flourishes
only when business is lively across it or
when thousands of workmen are digging
on the canal., The towns of Panama and
Colon are little more than forwarders of
international commerce. Their well-being
depends upon foreign nationa.

olombia confers no hLenefits upon the
Isthmus in the way of development, busi-
ness or education; but,none the Jess,its hand
resta heavily upon Panama It loads the
Department with burdens grievous to be
borne. Many of the conscript soldiers
who fought for the Government in the re-
cent prolonged civil war came from Panama
A gentleman who was in Colon during the
war wrote that it waa pitiful to mee these
Eoor boys, “mere children, a great num-
er of whom were shot down for the cause
of the Government, which they defended,
merely because they had been forced awax
from their mothers on the Isthmus and com-
pelled to shoot.”

The fact is that the inhabitants of the
isthmus have the privilege of paying the
most onerous taxes to the general Govern-
ment and of suffering from the frequently
recurring revolutione: and they get little or
nothing for their money and sacrifice. The
Bogota Government pockets the heavy
annual tax on the railroad concession and
squeezes the Isthmian orange dry.

DEER SHOOTING ON LONG ISLAND.

Open Season Began Yesterday—Fifteen,
Deer Shot and Nobody Hurt.

BaBYLON, L. 1., Nov. 4—This was the
first day of the open season for deer sheot-
ing on Long Island and fully three hun-
dred gunners were out in the woods during
the night so as to be on hand at daylight .
The day proved a very poor one for sport

ar few deer were teen. They took
alarm early and sought posted lands to
eape the hunters, Only about fifteen

deer were killed. The biggest o1e was
ghot by Capt. Williem Jeffrey on the
Taylor estate at G-eat River. A _party
from Orange county got three. No ace
cidents have been reported.

A CRITIC OF THE FUSION GAMN
PAIGN.

Mr. Thurlow Weed Barnes Tells How He
Thinks It Should Have Been Done.

To THE Epitor oF TAEE SuN—Sir: B9
many people express astonighment becausd
of the elaction of McClellan that perhaps
vou will permit me to set forth what produeed
that result, in my opinion.

'l‘luj\\'hola affair, as it looks to me, was a
question of mismanagement. Had the elec-
tion taken place the day after Tammany's
nominating -convention, Seth Low would
have carried New York., He lost grouni
constantly, und his chances were ruined,
finally, because fusion leaders overdid their
attack on Tammany. A “practical poli-
tician” in supreme charge would have made
the only iscue the good results that Mayor
Low accomplished. He would not have fousht
on a negative basis, the fundamental assump-
tien of which wags the idea that everybody
opposed 1o |.OW WAS i graflter. .

Although not entitled to participate, as
a “leader,” fu the fusion cause, this view ol
the canvass seemed to me so vitally im-
portaunt that I ventured to point it om_ th
Mr. Low. to Mr. Bruce and to Mr, Cutting
Regarding the lalter gentleman as the resl
manager of Mr. Low's campaign, 1 «ent hin
the following letter
R. Fuiton Cutting, Esy.°

DEAR SIR: Competent (o gauge though no!
seeking publicly to guide. clvlc moveiments, aud
as a supporter of Mayor Low, permit me to offer
these suggestions

Tammant has
enougzh

1 Low loses, It will be on account o! a reaction
caused by wholesale, and ln many cases intem
perate, ahuse of Tammany Indulged In by bpeakers
on the stump and by neWspapers friendly to fusion

Get your speakers and editorlal friends all 1
line. at once advocating Low's election, not because
of the Inlquities of Tammany, which the people are
tired of h#oring ahout; but make the fight entirelt
on the good resulls that Mayor Low's adminis
1ration has brought about,

There 1s plenty to say, amrmatively, ahout Im-
provements actually accomplished In the Pollce,
Fire, Fducation, Park, Sirect Clean'ng. Charitles,
lridge, Tax and \Vater departments to furnish
you with effective, and 1 trust with concluslve,
ammunition.  Yours vers respectfully,

been shown upn and lambasted

NEW YORK, Oct. 20

KReal political talent must cxist off Mane
hattan Island, and outside of Democracy,
when Albany, naturally Democratic by 8,00,
alects n Republican Mayor by 4,000 ma)orlty.
The reason for that result up the river wat
that the campaign there was not miemanaged
Instead of dilating on the wickedness of every-
body who opposed the Republican candl-

| dute. the advantages of his administration
Henry Harrison, Plerce, Lincoln, Hayes, Cleveland, | date, th

were pointed out. Constructive ganity took
the place of diatrihe.  The result furnishes
a siriking contrast 1o the result in New York
It might be well for tusion managers 1o studs
it, it they proposc to handle another canvass
Months of uninterrupted tirade were wha!
giave Mr Tilden his big vote in 0
TurrLow WEED Barvs.
Niw York, Nov. 4
Terrible Week for the Odells.
From the Lodi Knterprise

Arabrose C. Odell came home from Helolt Iast
Wednesday with a broken collarbone, haviug had
a colllsion \n the night with a stranger hoth riding
bicycles. Helcconyvajeseing

¢ G. Odell came In contact with the rubber bel
whieb runs from the engine to the pumping Jeck
Jeaving an ugly mark on his face

Hiram A Odell had a toe amputated and Avr
testh pulled by Dr. Whitelaw, assisted by Dp. Ver
Deok and ex«Druggist Hines, last Thureday. He it
detng well.




